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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 

to seeure for women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 

“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 

throughout the United States and every 
place subject te ita jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 


{Senate Joint Resolution Number 52 
{House Joint Resolution Number 55 
Introduced in the Senate June 4, 1929, 
by Senator Geeaup P. Nyrsz, North Dakota. 
Introduced in the House January 11, 1932, 
by RSPRESENTATIVE Louis LuDLow, 
Indiana. 


- that you will not use the railroad as long as the management pursues its 


Equal. ‘Rights 
hie Equal Rights Amendment 


pia with the deep injustice of their dismissal under the guise of a 
o-called furlough forced upon married women in the employ of the 
‘Balémere and Ohio Railroad, five Baltimore women, who thus found 
themselves suddenly jobless because of marriage, came to Washington on 
April 27 to ask their Maryland Senators to work and yote for the Equal 
Rights Amendment which would take sex discrimination out of “Y and 
public employment. 

Five of the married women discharged by the Baltimore and Ohio ‘Rail. 
road solely because they were married have a collective total of 38 years’ work 
for the railroad and only 9 years of matrimony. One woman, married only 
three months ago, had a record of eleven and one-half years of work for the 
Baltimore and Ohio in specialized railroad work that was no preparation for : 
any other kind of work. At the request of the Maryland Branch the group 
came to National Woman’s Party eta. Alva Belmont House, and 
told their story. 

The details of this story of injustice appear upon another page of this | 
issue, but we hope that the moral will be written deep into the hearts of all 
women everywhere. ] 

The sole reason why the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad finds it epettite to 
deprive these women of their incomes, regardless of their efficiency and their 
seniority rights, is because public opinion permits them to do so. The men 
clerks and the management and a large block of the public honestly believe , 
that in times of depression a married woman whose husband is working has @f 
no right to a job. . 

That this opinion is unjust, unwise and irrationél is beside the point, as 
events have proven. Something stronger than verbal arguments is needed to 
protect the economic rights of married women. The Baltimore and Ohio , 


Imarried women on their visit to Alva Belmont House pointed the way. 


Women must join with women to protect themselves, and they must mass : 
their strength back of the Equal Rights Amendment. a : 

As long as the Federal Constitution faiis to regard women as human : 
beings equal before the law with men, by just that same increment of time : 
married women and all women in the United States will suffer from unjust 
discriminations against their sex. , 

With Equal Rights written into the Comstivation women at least in the | 
Government service will be secure in their employment, and this new standard : 
with regard to the rights of women Will gradually seep through to the private ( 
employers. As long 2s women, with votes in their hands, permit their own , 
Government to discriminate against them in the supreme law of the land, ; 
they may expect the private employer to reflect this attitude. 4 


The B. & and the LL.O. 


: L MAY seem a far cry from the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad in the United 


' States to the International Labor Office in Geneva, but in their attitude , 
toward women they are not an inch apart. Both the Baltimore and Ohio 


and the International Labor Office regard women as primarily adjuncts to 


women’s rights are violated. . 

- Unless women wish to see the unjust standards of the Baltimore and Ohio 
applied to all women everywhere through an international code they must 
bend every effort toward securing the equality reservation to United States 
entrance to the World Court. 

While it is sometimes possible successfully to oppose discriminations 
against women in isolated instances, as,we hope to do in the case of the Balti- 
more and Ohio, it would be — ee to withstand a united attack 
by the whole world. 

The case of the Baltimore and Ohio, coming as it does at precisely this 
time, indicates beyond peradventure the importance of the equality reservation. 
_ Letters and telegrams may serve to break down the resistance of the Balti- 
more and Ohio, but they would not in the slightest degree avail were economic 
inequality recognized as the standard for the world. Write to President 
Willard, Baltimore and Ohio Building, Baltimore, Maryland, and tell him 


men, and they overlook entirely the fact that human —r are violated when | 


present policy of discriminating against married women; but by the same post 
send a letter to Senator William E. Borah, chairman, Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee, Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C., demanding a prompt hear- 
ing on the equality reservation. 
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May 7, 1932 


ternational Labor Conference 

: Madame Wasniewska, Adviser to 
the Polish Workers’ Delegate, addressed 
the following letter, dated September 22, 
1931, to the International Labor Office: 
“With reference to my resolution sub- 
mitted to the Fifteenth Labour Conference 
concerning the setting up in the Inter- 
national Labour Office of an advisory com- 
mittee for the question of women’s work, 


‘T the fifteenth session of the In- 


I have the honor to request you to sub- 


mit this question, which arouses much 


interest among women’s organizations, to 


the Governing Body of International La- 
bour Office at its next session. I venture 
to lay stress upon the desirability of 

bringing forward the question at the 
~ earliest possible moment, since, owing to 
the ever-increasing tendency to reduce 


the number of women employed, their 


position is becoming desperate. 

- “The opinion of a committee of the 
International Labour Office on this sub- 
ject is an absolute necessity. Women 


eannot consent without protest to their _ 


exclnsion from work, which is not only 


depriving them of the means of living 
decently, but, what is far more dangerous, 


is driving them onto the streets. 


“Under the present serious conditions 
for the working women, it is only fair — 


and absolutely necessary that the women 
themselves should be provided with an 
opportunity of expressing their opinions 
in an international assembly, possessing 
a sufficient prestige and one which is held 
in regard by the workers of the world. 

“IT hope that you will appreciate the 
necessity. of setting up at the present 
moment a body in the International Office 
which would be capable of studying, dis- 
cussing and solving diverse questions 
concerning the work of women, and it 
is for this reason that I confide my reso- 
lution to you in the certainty that my 
confidence could not be placed in better 
hands. I have the honor, etc., 

WasNIEWSKA.” 

The resolution submitted by Madame 
‘Wasniewska follows: 

“The conference, in view of the impor- 
tance of a thorough study of the existing 
conditions of the employment of women, 
with a view to promoting effective inter- 
national action to improve those condi- 
tions, and in view of the fact that such a 
study cannot be carried out in a com- 
pletely satisfactory manner without the 
assistance of persons who have had spe- 
cial experience of the conditions of work 
of women in different countries corre- 
Sponding to the chief type of organiza- 
tions of women workers, 

“Requests the Governing Body of the 
International Labour -Office to set up an 
advisory committee for the question of 


By Jane Norman Smith 


women’s work such committee to com- 
prise representatives of governments em- 


ployers and workers and including wom- 
en representatives.” 

The supplementary report of the Di- 
rector of the I. L. O., dated October 12, 
1931, refers to the resolution and states 
that “the officers of the conference were 
of opinion that it was not possible, under 
the standing orders, to consider the reso- 


lution as being of an urgent character ‘ 
and, therefore, to submit it to the con- 


ference,” 


OWEVER, on January 13, 1932, the © 


Governing Body of the I. L. O. voted 
to set up a “correspondence committee on 
the work of women.” A “provisional list 


of experts for a committee of experts to 


study the question of women’s work” 
was presented by the I. L. 0. to the Gov- 
erning Body. This list was composed al- 


most entirely of advocates of special re- 


strictive laws for women. 

Two days later a deputation of women 
waited upon M. Mahaim, president of the 
Governing Body of the I. L. O., to protest 
against the list of women’s names which 
had been prepared by the I. L. O. as sug- 
gested members of a “Conference Com- 
mittee on the Work of Women.” It 
was pointed out to him that this list 
represented the outstanding opponents of 
equality in industry all over the world 
and contained almost no representatives 


of the equality for women viewpoint. 


Among the speakers were Miss Edith 
Rodgers. of England, representing the 
Open Door International, Dr. Rosa Welt 
Straus of Jerusalem, president of ‘the 
Equal Rights Association of Palestine; 
Mrs. Helen A. Archdale, officer of the 
Six Point Group of Great Britain; 


Madame Margaret Volinsky of Beigrade, 
former worker in the Women’s Inter- 


national League of Yugoslavia, and Miss 
Alice Paul, chairman of the International 
Relations Committee of the National 
Woman’s Party. 

Miss Paul asked that in aaa the 
United States members of the Correspond- 
ence Committee, the Governing Body 
should give as much representation to the 
equality in industry point of view as to 
the opposing viewpoint. | 

M. Mahaim referred the to 
M. Albert Thomas, director of the I. L. O., 
and suggested that protests be sent to 
M. Thomas in time for consideration by 
the Governing Body at its April meeting. 
At that time five names, all being those of 
women who are not in favor of industrial 
equality for women, had been recom- 
mended by the I. L. O. to its Governing 
Body as representatives of the United 


States on the Correspondence Committee. 
A few days later the chairman of the 


International Relations Committee of the 


Woman’s Party wrote to M. Thomas and 
calied his attention to the fact that the 
five persons suggested by the I. L. O. to 
represent the United States on the com- 
mittee are all well known advocates of 
restrictive legislation applying to women 
but not to men. “We feel,” the letter 


stated, “that if the report is to carry any 
weight in our country, equal representa- — 


tion should be given on the committee to 
the vast movement in the United States 


for equality in industry. Women in the 


United States are grateful to Madame 
Wasniewska of Poland for her gallant 
effort to have the International Labor 
Office turn some of its energies towards, 
as Madame Wasniewska’s resolution puts 


it, a ‘study of the existing conditions of. 


the employment of women, with a view to 


_ promoting effective international action 


to improve those conditions’. It would be 
a great disappointment, however, if the 


_ International Labor Office, in making this 


study, were to present only the viewpoint 
of those who support restrictive labor 


legislation applying to women but not 


to men. We feel that a study made in 
this partisan spirit would better be left 
unmade, that such a study could not pos- 
sibly help to improve the ‘conditions of 
the employment of women’.” 


Many existing restrictive laws in the 
United States, applying to women but not 
to men, affect business women in a num- 
ber of States as do the provisions of 
similar laws recently proposed. That is 
one of the reasons why organizations of 
business women have a particular interest 
in the action of the I. L. O. 


- When word reached the United States 
that equal representation of the equality 
viewpoint had not been considered by 
the I. L..O. in making its suggestions to 
the Governing Body, letters and cables 
of protest quickly went across the ocean 
to M. Thomas from individual workers in 
textile mills, factories, offices, and from 
women railroad workers, In addition, 
many organizations of women protested 
and urged the I. L. O. to recommend five 
additional names, one of them being that 
of Burnita Shelton Matthews, to repre- 
sent the majority opinion in this country, 
which is opposed to special labor laws 
for women. 


Some of these organizations were: 
The National Woman’s Party. 


The National Association of Women 
Lawyers. 


The National Women’s Real Estate Asso- 
ciation. 


Brooklyn Women’s Constitutional 
Hoover-Curtis Committee. 
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Indiana Federation of Business and Pro- 


fessional Women’s Clubs. 


Business Women’s Legislative Council of 
California. 


Zonta Club of New York City. 

Zonta Club of Albany, N. Y. 

Business Women’s Legislative Council of 
the State of New York. 

Business Women’s Legislative Council, 
New York City. ' 

Industrial Council, 

- Party (all industrial workers). 

Rhode Island Industrial Council, Na- 
tional Woman’s Party (all industrial 
workers). 

Anaheim, California, Business and Pro- 
fessional Women’s Club. 


Brooklyn - Manhattan Transit Women’s 


League. 
Business and Professional Women’s Club 
of Brooklyn, N. Y. 


New York State Business and Profes! 
sional Women’s Club. 


New York City Business and Professional 


Women’s Club. 
Altrusa Club of Los Angeles, California. 
Ray Current Events Club of New York 


City. 


‘Coa Headquarters al eminist Dynamo 


NE of the most important steps 
taken in the securing of inter- 
national Feminist solidarity is 
the establishment of the Geneva head- 
quarters of the Committee on Inter- 
national Relations of the National Wom- 


an’s Party. Under the brilliant chair-— 


manship of Alice Paul, this committee 
has become a living, growing force for 
equality, with influence extending to 
countries far apart in geography and 
custom, and revealing itself unexpectedly 
in widely varying places. 
tution of the Spanish Republic, the reso- 
lutions of the All-Asian Congress of 
Women, alike bear permanent testimony 
to this committee’s far-flung influence. 

The purple, white, and gold of the 
Woman’s Party banners in a window 
looking out on the Rue du Mont Blane 
in Geneva flank a sign which reads: 


NaTIONAL WoOMAN’S PARTY OF THE UNITED 
Srates ComMitres on INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS 


One sees people on the crowded Geneva 
street glance at the sign, pause, read it 
euriously. Sometimes they come in to 
ask what it-means. When they do, they 


find a charming room there in the Hotel 


de Russie, with an open fire in season and 
flowers always, with “Equal Righfs” on 
the table and a series of Feminist photo- 
graphs on the wall, almost cinemato- 
graphic in the varied and dramatic activ- 
ity which they portray. There is always a 
busy group of women in that Feminist 


National Woman’s 


The Consti- 


Equal Opportunity League, New York 
City. 


Ontario, California, Business and Pralee- 


sional Women’s Club. | 
Business and Professional Women’s Club, 
Santa Monica, California, 
Conference Club of New York City. 
Business and Professional Women’s Club 
of Huntington Park, California. 


American Civil Service, Alliance, New 


York Chapter. 


Southside, California, pole Affairs 
Association. | 

Professional Women’s League, Inc. » of 
Syracuse, N. Y. | 


The New Yorkers. 
Michigan Federation of Business and 
Profesional Women. 


Asa. result of these protests, the Gov- 
erning Body of the I. L. 6., at its meet- 
ing on April 7, voted to invite Burnita 
Shelton Matthews, head of. the Legal Re- 
search Department of the National Wom- 
an’s Party and representative. of the 
National Association of Women Lawyers, 


to serve on its Correspondence Committee — 


on Women’s Work. Mrs. Matthews is 


particularly well-qualified to serve as an. 


expert on laws of the United Staten as 


center, drawing up plans, giving reports, 


or in some other way making individual 
contribution te the common storehouse - 


of Feminist experience and achievement. 

Besides Alice Paul as chairman, the 
Woman’s Party Committee on Interna- 
tional Relations consists of Mrs, Emile 
Berliner, of the District of Columbia; 
Mrs. Isaac Dixon, of Maryland; Mrs. 
Florence Bayard Hilles, of Delaware; 
Lola Maverick Lloyd, of Illinois; Mrs. 
William Kent, and Margaret Whittemore, 
of California; Marion May, Elizabeth 


Selden Rogers, Doris Stevens, and Grace - 


Hoffman White, of New York; Emily 
Smith, of Minnesota; Betty Gram Swing, 
of London and Mme. Lillian von Matsch, 
of Vienna. The two last, in spite of their 


foreign addresses, are both United States 


citizens. Mrs. Swing, devoted suffrage 
worker and wearer of the “prison pin,” 
has lived in England for some years, 
where she is an officer of the Six Point 
Group and takes a co-operative part in 
international Feminist activities. Mme. 
von Matsch, Austrian delegate to the 
Assembly of the League of Nations last 
September, is the United States-born wife 
of an Austrian diplomat, 


EMBERS of the National Woman’s 
Party have contributed generously 

to the work of the committee through the 
Geneva headquarters. Mrs. O. H. P. Bel- 
mont, our president, has given several 
thousands of dollars, Among those who 
have contributed or pledged one thousand 


Equal Rights 


they relate to women and their effect upon 
the economic position of women. 
The committee as set up by the Govern. 


ing Board consists of 108 names — 96 


women and 12 men, Six names from the 
United States are included: Mary Ander. 
son (director of Woman’s Bureau, U. 8. 
Department of Labor); Mary van Kleeck 
(director of Industrial Research of Rus- 
sell Sage Foundation); Ethel Smith (sec. 
retary of Woman’s Trade Union League) ; 
Mary Dingman (industrial secretary of 
World Committee of Y. W. C. A.); Eliza. 
beth Morrisy (vice-president of the Catho. 
lic Congress on Industrial Problems) ; 
and Mrs. Matthews. All of the members 
from the United States excepting Mrs, 
Matthews are supporters of labor 
laws for women. 

In denying the demands of industrial 
and other women workers in the United 


States for equal representation of the 


industrial equality viewpoint on the com- 
mittee, the I. L. O. has once more demon- 


strated its hostility to Equal Rights for 


women in industry and revealed to the 
world at large than any study made by 
the Correspondence Committee will be 
colored to a very large extent by the 
views of restrictionists, | 


dollars each are Mrs. Rogers, Miss May, 


Mrs. Berliner, Mrs. Kent, and Mrs. Dixon 
——all members of the committee. A num- 


ber of others have given smaller sums. 
‘The Geneva headquarters has been a 
meeting and rallying place for Feminists 
from many countries who, arriving in 
Geneva, have joined in the campaign for 
world-wide equality and worked with 
Miss Paul’s Committee for longer or 
shorter periods. Margaret Whittemore, 


internationally known worker for Equal 


Rights, is notable among these. Miss 
Whittemore took the responsibility of the 
committee’s work while Miss Paul was 
in the States last autumn, Doris Stevens, 
as chairman of this same committee, 


_ made history at the Sixth Pan-American 


Conference in Havana by, presenting the 
Equal Rights Treaty to 21 amazed repub- 
lics. Since then, Miss Stevens, in spite 
of the innumerable obligations and hard 
work entailed by her subsequent chair- 
manship of the Inter-American Commis- 
sion of Women, has contributed largely 
at home and abroad of time, labor, and 


' splendid ability to the furtherance of the 


work of the National Woman’s Party 
Committee on International Relations. 
Betty Gram Swing has come over on 
several occasions from London, and has 
proved what charm, keenness, and gallant 
Feminist conviction can accomplish in 
converting indifference to enthusiasil. 
Emily Smith, of Minneapolis, has helped 
through long periods, and her press stories 
of the committee’s work have been cabled 
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round the world. Lillian von Matsch, of 
Washington and Vienna, Valkyrie-like in 
her force and beauty, is a familiar and 
beloved figure at the Geneva headquar- 


ters; Fanny Bunand-Sevastos has brought | 


there her ability and her charm. Grace 
Hoffman White, of New York, inter- 
nationalist and Feminist, has been in- 
valuable as a liaison officer for the Wom- 
an’s Party Committee and other groups 
and individuals; and Mrs. Lola Maverick 


Lloyd of Chicago has given a co-operation © 


and collaboration far-reaching in effect. 
Ella Riegel, of Philadelphia, for weeks at 
a time has lobbied representatives of a 


score of nations on behalf of Equal 


Rights, and forced them to a realization 


that the subject was no longer to be 


ignored nor set aside. Mrs. Ida Pritchard 
Rollins, of Asheville, North Carolina, and 
Miss Rachel Johnson, of Hattiesburg, 
Mississippi, have brought the wit and 
eloquence of the South to bear upon fur- 
therance of the committee’s campaign. 


Lucy Branham contributed the Feminist — 


energy Of Suffrage days, and the inter- 
national experience attained since. Anne 
Carter and Madeleine Doty of New York, 
Maria Machin and Muna Lee, of Porto 
Rico, have also been among those privi- 


leged to work on this most glamorous and 


yet most realistic of Feminists fronts: the 
international. 

Several of the above were won for the 
Woman’s Party through enthusiasm first 
waked by the work of the Committee on 


International Relations in Geneva: Mme. 


von Matsch, for example, and Mrs. Rol- 
lins, who have not only been of active 
assistance internationally, but have in- 
tensified Feminists interest in their re- 
spective homes in Austria and North 
Carolina. | 
The office in Geneva has served not 
only as the home of the Committee on 
International Relations of the National 
Woman’s Party, but also as the Geneva 


headquarters of the Inter-American Com- 


mission of Women, It has, unquestion- 
ably, been a big factor in making possible 
the work done by the Inter-American 
Commision in connection with the Wom- 
an’s Consultative Committee of the 
League of Nations. 


The following calendar of events which 


have taken place in Geneva since the open- 
ing of the National Woman’s Party head- 
quarters there in September, 1930, shows 
something of the forces which this Femi- 
hist dynamo has set in motion. 


l, A resolution was introduced in 


League of Nations Assembly calling © 


for inquiry into reopening of qués- 
tion of Hague Nationality Conven- 
tion because of discriminations 
against women in that convention 


(Resolution introduced in League 
Assembly by M. Ferrara of Cuba, at 
request of Nationality Committee of 
Inter American Commission of 
Women, and transmitted by Assem- 


bly to Council, September. 
October, 1930.) 


. A speech on equal nationality rights 


for women was made in plenary ses- 
sion of League of Nations Assembly. 


This was the first Equal Rights. 


speech ever made in the Assembly. 

(Speech by Madame Forchhammer 
of Denmark, made at request of Na- 
tionality Committee of Inter-Ameri- 
can Commission of Women, Septem- 


1930.) 
3. A deputation was sent to the director 


of the International Labor Office, 
Geneva, to protest against the inter- 


national labor. conventions discrimi- 


nating against women, which had 


been! adopted under the auspices of 


the International Labor Office, This 
‘was the first deputation ever sent 


to the director upon this subject. 


(Deputation organized by Commit- 
tee on International Relations of 
National Woman’s Party, Sep- 
tember, 1930.) 


4 An inquiry was undertaken by 


League of Nations regarding views 


_ of governments participating in The 


Hague Codification Conference on 
the question of reopening the sub- 
ject of The Hague Nationality Con- 
vention. 

(Resolution adopted January, 
1931, by League Council as sequence 
to Ferrara resolution-introduced in 
September Assembly at request of 


Nationality Committee of Inter 
American Commission of Women.) 


5. The question of the nationality of 


women was placed on the agenda 
of the League of N ations Assembly 
for 1931. 


(Resolution introduced ii League 
of Nations Council by M. Matos of 
Guatemala at request of Nationality 


Committee of Inter American Com- 


mission of Women, and adopted by 


Council, January, 1931.) 


6. The Women’s Consultative Commit- 
tee on Nationality was created by 


the League of Nations Council. This 
was the first request ever made by 
the League for an expression of 


opinion by women upon a matter of 


particular concern to women. 


( Resolution introduced by M. 
Matos of Guatemala in League of 
Nations Council at request of Na- 
tionality Committee of Inter Ameri- 
can Commission of Women, and 
adopted by Council, January, 1931.) 


7. A deputation was sent to the Direc- 


tor of the Internationa! Labor Office 
to protest against the proposed re- 


adoption by the International Labor 


Conference of a convention pro- 


 hibiting night work for women in 


industry. This was the only depu- 
tation sent to the director upon this 
subject. 


(Deputation organized by Com- 
mittee on International Relations of 
National Woman’s Party, June 


1981.) 


8. 


10. 


at 


109 


A protest was made by a delegate to 


the International Labor Conference | 


against special labor laws applying 
to women but not to men. This was 
the first protest ever made by a dele- 
gate upon this subject at an Inter- 
national Labor Office Conference. 


(Speech by M. Aricibia, delegate 
to International Labor Conference 
from Chile, made at request of Com- 
mittee on International Relations 


A report was made to the League of 
Nations Assembly by the Women’s 
Consultative Committee on Na- 
tionality demanding reconsideration 
of The Hague Nationality Conven- 
tion and submission to the govern- 
ments for ratification of a new con- 
vention founded on the principle of 
equality between men and women in 
nationality. This was the first de- 


mand for Equal Rights for women 


ever presented to the League by the 
representatives. of large groups of 
organized women. 

(Report by Women’s Consultative 
Committee on Nationality, signed 
by three members of National Coun- 
cil of National Woman’s Party— 
two of whom were representing the 
Inter American Commission of 


Women and one of whom was rep- 


resenting the Equal Rights Inter- 
national July, 1931.) | 


A woman was appointed as a mem- 
ber of a Latin-American delegation 


to the League of Nations Assembly. 


This was the first time a woman was | 


ever appointed on a Latin-American 


delegation to the Assembly: 
(Appointment of Madame Ver- 


gara of Chile to 1931 Assembly, 
at suggestion of Nationality Com- 


| mittee of Inter American Commis- 
September, 1931.) 


sion of Women, 


The report 1 the Women’s Con- 
sultative Committee on Nationality 


was transmitted by the League of 


Nations to governments which had 


participated in Hague Codification 


Conference with a request for the 
opinion of the governments upon the 
recommendations made by Women’s 
Consultative Committee. 


(Resolution introduced in Assem- 
bly at request of Women’s Consul- 


tative Committee on Nationality and 


adopted by Assembly, September, 
1981.) 


A second inquiry was undertaken 
by the League of Nations regarding 
views of governments on reopening 
question of Hague Nationality Con- 
vention. 


(Resolution introduced in Assem- 
bly at request of Women’s Consul- 
tative Committee on Nationality and 
adopted by Assembly, September, 
1931.) 


The question of reconsideration of 


The Hague Nationality Convention — 
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was placed on agenda of League of 
Nations Assembly for 1932. — 
(Resolution introduced in Assem- 
bly at request of Women’s Consul- 
tative Committee on Nationality and 
adopted by Assembly, September, 
1931.) | 


14, Four speeches dealing with Equal 
_. Nationality Rights for women were 


* 


made in plenary session of the 
League of Nations Assembly. 

(Speeches by Dame Edith Lyttel- 
ton, England; Madame Vergara, 
Chile; Madame Campoamor, Spain; 
Doctor Ethel Osborne, Australia; 
made at request of Women’s Con- 
sultative Committee on Nationality, 
September, 1931.) 


15. A representative of the National 


“Woman’s Party was invited by the 
Governing Body of Internationa] 
Labor Office to serve on the “Com. 
mittee on Women’s Work” of the 
International Labor Office. 


(Appointment of Burnita Shelton 
Matthews member of National Coun. 
cil of Woman’s Party on “Commit- 
tee on Women’s Work” of Inter. 
national Labor Office, April, 1932,) 


Memorandum Presented to Stimson in Geneva 


HILE Secretary of State Stimson 
: VV was in Geneva a committee of 

three prominent Republican wom- 
en on the morning of April 20 left a memo- 
randum for the Secretary, urging his sup- 
port of the proposed Equal Rights reser- 
vation to the World Court resolution now 


under consideration by the Foreign. Rela- 
tions Committee of the Senate. The wom- 


en who presented the memorandum were 


Ida Pritchard Rollins of Ashevilie, North 
Carolina, chairman of the North Carolina 


Woman’s Committee for Hoover in the | 


last Presidential campaign; Mrs. Sheri- 
dan Norton of New York City, a promi- 
nent suporter of the Republican Woman’s 
Committee in New York; and Elizabeth 
Deegan, also of Asheville, granddaughter 
of former Senator Pritchard of North 
Carolina, and herself an active Republican 
worker in her State. | 
- {his committee had called earlier in the 
week to ask on behalf of themselves and 
of a number of other Republican women 
in and near Geneva for an interview with 
Mr. Stimson during his stay in Geneva 
upon the subject of the Equal Rights 
Reservation. Mr. Stimson replied that 
he would not have time to see the dele- 
gation and suggested that the delegation 
leave a memorandum setting forth their 
views. | | 

The memorandum left with Mr. Stim- 
son’s secretary reads: 


National Woman’s Party of the 
United States. 
Geneva Office—Hotel de Russie. 
Geneva, Switzerland, 

. April 21, 1932. 
The Hon. Henry L. Stimson, 
Delegation of the United States 
of America, 
Geneva, Switzerland: | 

Sir—As members of the National Wom- 
an’s Party and also as members of your 
own political party, we had hoped to have 
the opportunity of speaking to you per- 
sonally while you were in Geneva con- 
cerning the proposed Equal Rights reser- 
vation to the pending World Court reso- 
lution, and to ask your support for this 
reservation. Since you write that you 
will not be able to receive our delegation, 
we are leaving the following memorandum 
for your consideration. | 

The purpose of the Equal Rights reser- 
vation, about which we wished to speak 
to you, is to make certain that if the 
United States enters the World Court 
the code of law to be carried out by the 
Court shall not discriminate against 


women. This reservation, which was pro- 


posed in the Foreign Relations Commit- 
tee of the Senate by Senator J. Hamilton — 


Lewis of Illinois, reads: | 
“Provided that the code of law to 
be administered by the World Court 
shall not contain inequalities based 
on sex.” 

We were first brought to a realization 
of .the necessity for this reservation 
through our experience with The Hague 
Nationality Convention. You will recall 
that the Conference for the Codification 
of International Law, held at The Hague 
in 1930 under the auspices of the. League 
of Nations, adopted a nationality conven- 
tion which was designed to be the begin- 
ning of a world code of law. This con- 
vention discriminated against women. 
Women from all over the world imme- 
diately protested against the convention 
and have continually urged the League to 
reopen the subject. But in vain. The 
League has brushed aside the objections 
of women as of no consequence. It has 
even refused to give women an adequate 
opportunity to voice their protests. In 
view of the fact that the projected world 
code of law, with this nationality conven- 
tion discriminating against women as its 
corner-stone, will presumably be held to 
govern the World Court, we feel that it 


_ is imperative for the United Siates to in- 


sist upon the Equal Rights reservation to 
the World Court resolution. If this is 
not done, American women may lose their 


hard-won gains for equality through an 


international agreement recognizing a 
system of law based upon inequality. 

We are concerned about this matter 
not only because we do not want our 
country to become committed, indirectly, 
to The Hague Nationality Convention, 


but also because we feel that the whole 


spirit of the League is very different from 
the spirit of the American people as far 
as the position of women is concerned. 
We who are for the moment here in 


Europe realize, even more keenly perhaps 


than do the women at home, that, how 
ever admirable, the League may be in 
other respects, it has no understanding 
of the movement for the freedom of 
women which is so strong in our country. 
Our experience over here has shown us 
that the League attitude toward women 
is the old world attitude—that it is an 
attitude of hostility to the American 
standard of equality. Since the League 
seems to be permeated throughout its 
whole organization by this attitude to- 


‘ward women, and since the World Court 


is essentially a League institution, we are 
exceedingly anxious that our country 
should not become a part of the court 
without first taking precautions to pre- 
vent any injury thereby to the status of 
American women. 

Mr. Secretary, may we emphasize the 
fact that while we are representing at 
this moment the National Woman’s 


Party, which is a non-partisan organi. 
zation of women, all of the members of 
this delegation now addressing you are 
Republican women. When we learned 
that you were coming to Geneva we de. 
termined to seek an interview concerning 
the Equal Rights reservation because we 
wanted, as Republican women, to beseech 
you not be let the Republican Adminis. 
tration take any part in a move to enter 
the World Court without. first insisting 
upon such a reservation. We are plan- 
ning to go back to work in the Presidential 
campaign for Mr. Hoover, but this cam- 
paign will be a difficult one. So many 
calamities have befallen our country— 
for all of which our party is held largely 
responsible — that we cannot bear the 
thought of an added complication in the 
election campaign. But an added conm- 
plication will surely descend upon us if 
the Republican administration commits 
itself to trying to take our country into 
the World Court without a reservation 
protecting the rights of American women. 
To do so wonld alienate many women who 
have hitherto given Mr. Hoover their 

We lay this plea before you, Mr. Secre- 


tary, first of all as women loyal to the 


rights of women, and secondly as your 
co-workers desiring equally with you the 
success of the Republican Party next 
November. We assure you that we are 
speaking not only for ourselyes but for 
thousands and thousands of women at 


home who feel exactly as we do. 


| Sincerely, 
(Signed) Prrrcnarp 
On behalf of a delegation of Republican 
women belonging to the Woman’s Party 


who are now in Geneva. | 


Mr. Stimson’s letter stating that he 
could not see the delegation personally 


reads: Geneva, Switzerland, 


April 19, 1932. 
My Dwar Mrs. 

Senator Swanson has forwarded to me 
your letter of April 16 to him and Mr. 
Klots has also told me of his conversa- 
tion with you. As you know, I have come 
to Geneva for a short visit on a special 
mission to participate in the work of the 
American delegation in the Disarmame?t 


_ Conference and I find that the demands 
on my time in connection with my ms 
sion are so great that it will be impos 


‘sible for me to devote any of it to & 
traneous subjects. I therefore fear that 
it will be impossible for me to receive the 
ladies of the delegation which you repre 
sent. If the delegation desires to subm! 
a written presentation of the matter 
which it has in mind, I can assure yo" 
that I shall be glad to receive it. 
Please accept for yourself and extend 
to the other ladies my very best wishes. 
Very sincerely yours, 
(Signed) Henry L. Srrmson. 
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May 7, 1932 


N April 23 word came in to the 
() Maryland Branch of the National 

Woman’s Party that eight mar- 
ried women in the car service department 
of the Baltimore and Ohio Hailroad had 
peen notified by the company that mora: 
ing thet they would be indefinitely fur- 
joughed, alias dismissed, on April 30. The 
sole charge against these women was said 
to be that they were married. 


An investigation was immediately 


undertaken by the Maryland Branch to 
check up on the facts. The women, 
alleged to be dismissed, were interviewed 


and they corroborated the information — 
that had been received in every detail. 


They had been informed frankly by the 
company that they were to be furloughed 
to make room for other people who needed 
their jobs, and when they protested that 
their seniority rights gave them protec- 
tion against such vandalism, they were 
told that since their husbands were work- 
ing neither the union nor the management 
could understand such selfishness. Some 
of the girls had been working for the 
B, & O. as long as twelve years and most 


of them had paid dues into the union 


over a long period of time. 

On Tuesday, April 28, a deputation 
from the Maryland Branch, headed by 
Helen Elizabeth Brown, Forence Eliza- 
beth Kennard and Edith Houghton 
Hooker, waited upon President Daniel 
Willard of the B. & O. in his offices and 


pointed out to him the following rules © 


that appear in the agreement of the 


_ B. & O. Railroad and the Brotherhood of 


Railway Clerks: 
Rule 88: “Employes whose positions 


are abolished may exercise their seniority 


rights over junior employes holding 
permanent positions or temporary vacan- 
cies that have been bulletined as such. 
Other employes affected may exercise their 
seniority rights in the same manner.” 

Rule 39: “When reducing forces, sen- 
iority rights shall govern.” © 

Mr. Willard admitted that these rules 
would be effective in the case of men, but 
he maintained that they could properly 
be overlooked in the case of married 
women whose husbands were working. 


He gave, as the principal reason for 
dismissing the married women, the fact, 
as he saw it, that they did not need the 
jobs as much as did men with families or 
single women with dependents.. Asked 
whether he would apply this principle 
throughout and make employment con- 
tingent upon economic necessity he re- 
plied with a flat negative. In the case 
of men the agreement held. In the case 


Of women the B. & O. would try to keep 


on those who most needed employment. 
The deputation informed President 


Willard that the married women would 
probably be willing to give a portion of 
their salaries to the necessitous families 
of married men furloughed because: of 
inferior seniority rights, in order to keep 
their positions. This offer Mr. Willard 


deciared to be impossible. 
After the interview the deputation pro- . 


ceeded to a meeting of the Maryland 
Branch then in session and adopted reso- 
lutions protesting against the action of 
the B. & O. B.R. and urging women to 
abstain from using the B. & O. Railroad 
as long as the obnoxious order was en- 
forced, These resolutions were sent to 
Mr. Willard and he replied as follows: 


My Duar Mrs. Hooxnrr: 

Your letter of the 27th instant, with 
reference to the conference in my office 
on the 26th, is received, and I note that 
a resolution has been passed unanimously 


by your association “urging the members 


of the Maryland Branch of the National 
Woman’s Party not to use the Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad while it pursues its 
present policy of dismissing married wom- 
en regardless of their seniority rights.” 

The statement which T have just quoted 
from your ietter concerning the Balti- 
more and Ohio practice is incorrect. The 
Baltimore and Ohio will continue in the 
future, as im the past, to treat all in its 
employ, male or female, married or un- 
married, with sympathetic consideration 
and I hope with justice and fairness, in 
spite of the boycott indicated in your 
letter. 


I regret exceedingly that you do not 


agree with or approve of the Baltimore 
and Ohio practice. 


Very truly yours, 
DAnteL WILLARD. 


Precisely why Mr. Willard should de-- 


clare that the statement in question is 
incorrect it is difficult to say, since he 
himself in the interview admitted its 
accuracy. 


The married women who have been dis- 


missed also offer singularly convincing 
testimony. They may he reached directly 
through the office of Equant Rieurs if 


anyone desires personally to check up on 


the story. Mr. C. W. Galloway, vice- 


president of the B. & O. at an interview — 


later in the week also corroborated the 
testimony. He admitted quite frankly, 
indeed with pride, that the married wom- 
en whose husbands were working were 
being furloughed regardless of their sen- 
iority rights to make room for more eeeny 
employes. 

“Tf I had my way,” said Mr. Galloway, 
“there wouldn’t be any married women 


‘at allin the B.& O. Ifa girl married she 


would automatically resign and take her 
place in the home where she ought to be 
anyhow.” 


The response from the Brotherhood of 


The Facts in the B. & O. Case 


Railway Clerks was similar, but even 
more emphatic. This organization for 
years has been accepting dues from the 
married women presumably with the 
understanding that it would protect their 
rights under the agreement. It is clear 
now that there is no help in that quarter. 

The girls said that when the men in 


the office brought them their furlough | 
notices they were beaming with delight, 


exulting in the discomfiture of the mar- 
ried women whom they had long yearned 


’ to exclude from the service. 


After learning that the management 
and the clerks were determined in their 
stand the Maryland Branch advised the 
B. & O. girls to seek help from National 
Headquarters. This they did with ex- 
cellent results. A meeting was arranged 
at Alva Belmont House on Sunday, 
May 1, in their behalf and the facts were 
put before the members, 


The following telegrams were also dis- 
patched: 


Daniel Willard, President, 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, 
Baltimore, Maryland. 


National Woman’s Party protests ener- 
getically against dismissal of married 


women by Baltimore and Ohio (stop) — 


We ‘demand that efficiency and not sex 
be made basis of employment and shall 
combat all discriminations against women. 


Mrs. Harvey W. 
National Chairman. 


Mr. Daniel Willard, President, 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Yompery, 
Baltimore, Maryland. 


National Woman’s Party protests ac- 
tion. of Baltimore and Ohio in arbitrarily 
slating eight married women employes 
in car ‘service department for indeter- 
minate furlough (stop) This constitutes 
grave discrimination employed 
women (stop) We demand retention of 
women workers whether married or 
not (stop) Furloughs and dismissals 
must be based on seniority and efficiency 
not on sex. 


Muna Lez, 
Director of National Activities. 


Members of the Woman’s Party all 
along the route of the B. & O. Railroad 
are withdrawing their patronage from the 
road. Anyone desiring to help in this 
emergency should wire or write President 
Willard, B. & O. Building, Baltimore, 
Md., protesting against the action of the 
B. & QO. and affirming their intention of 
discontinuing their patronage until the 
married women are reinstated. If the 
B. & O. finds that public opinion is in- 
different to the economic rights of women 
it will proceed with its present unjust 
course until Mr. Galloway’s ideal is real- 
ized.and other large corporations will 
follow its example. 
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sNews from the F 


Students’ Council Holds Dinner 

HE George Washington University 

Branch of the Students’ Council of 
the National Woman’s Party dined and 


danced at Alva Belmont House on the 


evening of Tuesday, May 3. 

A feature of the evening was an infor- 
mal forum discussion of the equality 
reservation to the World Court. Court- 
land D. Baker, member of the faculty of 
George Washington University, and Ma- 
bel Van Dyke, chairman of the Young 
Women’s Council and former student at 
George Washington, were honor guests. 
Margaret F. Luers, national chairman 
of the Students’ Council of the National 
Woman’s Party, presided. 

Members of the council attending the 
dinner were Eleanor Berge, Catherine 


Phelps, Ruth Miller Sweet, Elizabeth | 


Middlemas, Lucy Mackintosh, Marjorie 
- Crittenden, and Geraldine Whitaker. 
Among the guests were James 8S. Sweet, 
Paul Kern, Harvey Wiley, and Irving 
Cleveland. 


Jury Service Bill Introduced 
URNITA SHELTON MATTHEWS, 
research chairman, reports that a bill 

to remove the disqualifications of women 


for jury service in Mississippi has been 


introduced in the present session of the 
Legislature by the Hon. Hooker Coen. 
The bill has been referred to the judiciary 
committee, which is expected to consider 
the measure at the earliest possible mo- 
ment. Lucy Somerville Howarth, former 
State bar examiner and now a Repre- 
sentative from County, is support- 

ing the bill. 


_Dr. Rabinowitsch Visits 
R. HERMINE RABINOWITSCH of 
“ lithuania, a member of the co-opera- 
tive department of the International La- 


bor Organization, with headquarters in 


Geneva, was a guest at Alva Belmont 
House on Monday afternoon, April 24. 
Dr. Rabinowitsch was accompanied by 
her sister, Mme. Larissa Echegaray, M.D., 
wife of the agricultural attache of the 
Spanish Embassy. 

A graduate of Heidelberg, Dr. Rabino- 
witsch is particularly interested in the 
question of women in industry. She con- 
ferred at Woman’s Party headquarters 
with Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, national 
chairman, about the correspondence com- 
mittee on women’s work, recently created 
by the International Labor Organization, 
to which- Burnita Shelton Matthews, 
Woman’s Party research chairman, has 
been appointed as one of the five United 
States representatives. Among those who 
- joined Mrs. Wiley in welcoming Dr. 
Rabinowitsch and Mme. Echegaray to 
Alva Belmont House were Doris Stevens, 
chairman of the Inter Americana Coiiinis- 
sion of Women; Nina Allender, of the 


District of Columbia; Elsie Hill, of Con- 


necticut, and Maud Youltiges, of Califor- 
nia—all members of the National Coun- 
cil; Iris Calderhead Walker, chairman of 
the campaign for an equality reservation 
to United States entrance to the World 
Court; Mrs. Karl W. Greene, flower chair- 


man; Mrs. L. F. Kebler, of Minnesota; 


Mrs. Leo P. Harlow, of Virginia; and 
Muna Lee, of Porto Rico, director of na- 
tional activities. 


Heads Montana Branch 

T RS. LOUISE F. LUSK was elected 
chairman of the Montana State 
Branch of the National Woman’s Party at 
a well-attended meeting held at the Y. W. 
C. A., Missoula, Mont., April 22. The busi- 
ness session followed a cafeteria dinner. 
Other officers named were Dr. J. 
Louise Smith, first vice-chairman; Mrs. 
H. A. McBride, second vice-chairman; 
Mathilde Ammen, _ secretary-treasurer ; 
Louise Montfort, auditor, and Mrs, Claude 


Elder and Eva Ammen, members at large, . 


Discussion at the meeting centered 
around a proposed reservation to the 
United States’ entrance to the World 
Court. The reservation, sponsored by the 
Woman’s Party, provides that the code 


of law to be administered by the World © 


Court shall not contain inequalities based 
on sex. | 


in 
HE fourteenth annual convention of 


the Maryland Branch of the National — 


Woman’s Party will be held at the 


-Woman’s City Club and the Baltimore 


Country Club, Baltimore, Md., on May 
10 and 11.. 
The most important local topics to be 


discussed at these gatherings will be jury 


service and the action of the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad dismissing married women. 
The meetings will open on Tuesday; 
May 10, at,10.30 A. M., at the Woman’s 
City Club, and the sieanhicee will continue 
until 10 P. M. on Wednesday night. On 


Tuesday the business session in the morn- | 


ing will be devoted to reports of officers, 
councils and standing committees and a 
revision of the constitution and by-laws. 
At 12.30 an informal luncheon will be 
held at the Woman’s City Club, with Mrs. 
Robert H. Walker as presiding officer. 


Publicity methods will be discussed the | 


same day at 2 P. M., with Mildred Kahler 


Geare presiding. At 4 P. M. Dr. and Mrs. 
Donald R. Hooker have invited the dele- 


gates and members to attend a reception 


_ at their home, 1016 St. George’s Road, — 


Roland Park. National officers and offi- 


cers of the District of Columbia Branch . 


will be guests of honor, At 8 P. M. there 
will be an open meeting at the Woman’s 
City Club, arranged by the Business and 
Professional Council and the Students’ 


_ Council. Topics on this occasion will be 


‘Equality in the Gainful Occupations ang 
the Right of Married Women to Eary 


Their Living. This latter subject prom. 


ises to arouse considerable interest on ae. 
count of the action of the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad. 

The sessions on Wednesday, 11, 


will open at 10.30 A. M., with Emilie A. 


Doetsch presiding. ‘Organization Work 
and the Jury Service Campaign will be 
the subjects considered at this meeting. 
Election of officers will take place at 12 


tunchetie at the Woman’s City Club, with 
Marie Presstman, toastmistress, and Dr. 
Mary W. Williams, professor of history 
at Goucher College, the principal speaker. 

The afternoon session on May 11 will 
be devoted to International Work, and 
speakers from Washington will come to 
present this aspect of the Equal Rights 


campaign. Rose DeWald will be the pre- 


siding officer. This session will] close 
with a report of the resolutions commit- 
tee, after which the out-of-town delegates 
will be taken for a sightseeing tour. 

At 7 P. M. the annual banquet of the 
Maryland Branch will be held at the Bal- 
timore Country Club. National officers 
of the Woman’ 8 Party will be the sa 
of honor. | 

Among the outed: town speakers 
have been invited to participate in the 
programs of the convention are: Mrs. 
Harvey W. Wiley, Doris Stevens, Mme. 
Patricia Bennett Dimitriu, Laura Ber- 


Vien, Nina E. Allender, Ruth Allison Hud- 
nut, Abby Scott Baker, Maud Younger, 


Margaret F. Luers and Mabel Van Dyke. 

The chairmen of the convention com- 
mittees are as follows: 

Entertainment and Hospitality, Flor- 
ence E. Kennard; Publicity, Mildren Kah- 
ler Geare; Equal Rights, Dora G. Ogle; 
Arrangements, Edith Houghton Hooker; 
Banquet, Mollie H. Rollman; Resolutions, 
Emilie A. Doetsch; Decorations, Eliza- 
beth C, Forbes; Reception; Helen Eliza. 
beth Brown. 

Applications for hospitality over bight 


and all inquiries and communications re- 


garding the convention should be ad- 
dressed to Florence E. Kennard, 1701 
Linden avenue, Baltimore; telephone, 
Madison 2745-W. 

Reservations at $1.50 per cover for the 
banquet must be made by Saturday, May 
7; check or money order must accompany 
reservations, as nO money can be, col- 
lected at the club, Make checks payable 
to Mrs. M. H. Rollman, 2802 Southern 
avenue, Baltimore, 


DAY PRINTING COMPANY 


PUBLICATIONS AND BOOKS 


600 East Lombard Street 
Baltimere, Md. | 
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